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New RWE onshore wind farm in Italy produces green electricity 
for Sofidel 
• Long-term Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) decisive lever for RWE’s 13.6 megawatt wind project in 

Sicily 
• Sofidel will be the sole corporate off-taker contracting 26 gigawatt hours per year 
• Green energy from Alcamo II contributes to Italian Sofidel Group, one of the leading companies in 

tissue paper production, achieving its sustainability goals:  
- 40% emissions per ton of paper set by 2030 

 

Essen, 8 April 2021 
 

 
RWE's renewable energy business in Italy is forging ahead: The company has completed the construction of its 
new onshore wind farm Alcamo II in Sicily. The green electricity produced by this wind farm has already been 
contracted to the Italian Sofidel Group on a long-term basis as part of a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA). 
Sofidel is one of the largest producers of paper for hygienic and domestic uses in the world, particularly well-
known for its brand ‘Regina’. The contract enabled RWE to build this wind farm without having to rely on state 
subsidies. For its part, thanks to the agreement, Sofidel will come a great deal closer to meeting its ambitious 
climate protection goals and strengthens its commitment to a sustainable future for people and planet. 
 
The new wind farm consists of four Goldwind turbines (GW 136-3.4MW) with a total installed capacity of 13.6 
megawatts (MW). The PPA with Sofidel enabled the realisation of Alcamo II by providing financial stability 
through contracting 26 gigawatt hours per year as the sole corporate off-taker. As part of the deal, Sofidel 
purchases all the guarantees of origin this wind park produces. The long-term contract started in early-April 
2021 and will run until end of 2030. 
  

Tom Glover, Chief Commercial Officer at RWE Renewables: 

“With this deal, we are demonstrating our extensive capabilities as a leading integrated renewables player, 
ranging from project development, construction, operations to commercialisation. The agreement 
underlines our expertise in bringing green electricity to the market on the basis of bilateral power purchase 
agreements and we are delighted to establish long-term partnerships with front runners like Sofidel; 
demonstrating how climate protection is possible under market conditions.“  
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Sofidel regards this long-term partnership as a responsible way to promote a multi-stakeholder approach for 
sustainable development. “The agreement with RWE represents a major step toward our carbon footprint 
reduction goals. Sofidel emissions reduction targets – -40% emissions per ton of paper by 2030 compared with 
2018 base year – have been approved by the Science Based Targets initiative as consistent with levels required 
to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement,” states Riccardo Balducci, Sofidel Energy & Environment Director. 
“This is also in line with what the latest climate science says is needed to prevent the worst impacts of climate 
change. In our commitment to a low carbon economy we regard PPAs as an useful and effective tool to source 
renewable power for our industrial operations and, at the same time, trigger the creation of additional 
generation capacity, aimed at sustaining the green energy transition.” 
 
Katja Wünschel, Chief Operating Officer Wind Onshore & Photovoltaics Europe & Asia Pacific at RWE 
Renewables, adds: “Italy is one of our core markets. The country is seeing continued expansion of renewables 
and we are happy to contribute to this development with our Alcamo II wind farm and future projects. I am 
particularly pleased that, in cooperation with Sofidel, we have succeeded in building this wind farm without 
any state subsidies. In addition it is worldwide our first wind farm for which we used turbines from the 
manufacturer Goldwind. During the successful realisation of this project, our Italian team gained a lot of 
experience, which will help us to further broaden our supplier portfolio globally.”  
 
RWE has many years of extensive experience in the renewables sector. In its strategic core market of Italy a 
team of more than 100 employees covers the entire value chain from project development, engineering, 
construction and operation up to the delivering of green electricity to corporations such as Sofidel through 
PPAs. In addition to the wind farms already in operation with a capacity of around 442 MW (pro-rata view), 
the Italian development pipeline includes further renewables projects in various stages of development and 
spread across the entire country. Globally, RWE currently has a renewables portfolio of more than 9 gigawatts 
(GW) of installed capacity. From 2020 until 2022, RWE Renewables targets to invest €5 billion net in renewable 
energy and to grow its global renewables portfolio to 13 GW of net capacity. 
 
Further information about the PPA solutions from RWE Renewables can be found here: www.rwe.com/ppa 
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RWE Renewables 
RWE Renewables is one of the world's leading renewable energy companies. With around 3,500 employees, the company has onshore and offshore 
wind farms, photovoltaic plants and battery storage facilities with a combined capacity of approximately  
9 gigawatts. RWE Renewables is driving the expansion of renewable energy in more than 15 countries on four continents. From 2020 until 2022, RWE 
Renewables targets to invest €5 billion net in renewable energy and to grow its renewables portfolio to 13 gigawatts of net capacity. Beyond this, the 
company plans to further grow in wind and solar power. The focus is on the Americas, the core markets in Europe and the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
Sofidel 
The Sofidel Group is one of the leading manufacturers of paper for hygienic and domestic use worldwide. Established in 1966, the Group has 
subsidiaries in 12 countries – Italy, Spain, the UK, France, Belgium, Germany, Sweden, Poland, Hungary, Greece, Romania and the USA – with more 
than 6,000 employees, net sales of 2,173 million Euros (2020) and a production capacity of over one million tonnes per year (1,428,000 tonnes in 
2020). “Regina”, its most well-known brand, is present on almost all the reference markets. Other brands include: Softis, Le Trèfle, Sopalin, Thirst 
Pockets, KittenSoft, Nalys, Cosynel, Lycke, Nicky, Papernet. A member of the UN Global Compact and the international WWF Climate Savers 
programme, the Sofidel Group considers sustainability a strategic factor with regards to growth and is committed to reducing its impact on natural 
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capital and maximising social benefits, setting as objective the creation of shared added value for all stakeholders. Sofidel’s greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions reduction targets to 2030 have been approved by the Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) as consistent with reductions required to keep 
warming to well-below 2°C, in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement. 
 
 
German General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
Following the introduction of the GDPR, RWE would like to continue to send you press releases featuring information on the latest topics regarding 
RWE and to contact you via electronic means for this purpose. We hereby inform you that we have updated our privacy policy. We will not disclose any 
personal data that we have collected, stored and processed for the purposes of sending you our press releases to third parties. Your personal data has 
been submitted on a voluntary basis. You have the right to prohibit this use at any time. You have the right to obtain information from us concerning 
your stored personal data at any time and free of charge and to object to the processing or use of your data. If you do not wish to continue to receive 
press releases, please inform us of this via datenschutz-kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be removed from our system and you will not 
receive any more press releases from us. Please direct enquiries regarding our privacy policy to datenschutz@rwe.com. 
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